
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
---------------------------------------------------------------X  
In Re:   : 

 : 
Application for Exemption from the Electronic : General Order M-676 
Public Access Fees by Paul Ordyna,                        : 
   : 
 : 
---------------------------------------------------------------X 

 
This matter is before the Court upon the application and request by Paul Ordyna (the 

“Applicant”) for exemption from the fees imposed by the Electronic Public Access Fee Schedule 
adopted by the Judicial Conference of the United States Courts. 

 
The Court finds, based upon the attached letter received on September 9, 2026, that the 

Applicant has demonstrated that an exemption is necessary in order to avoid unreasonable burdens 
and to promote public access to information. 

 
Accordingly, the Applicant shall be exempt from the payment of fees for access via PACER to 

the electronic case files maintained in this Court to the extent such use is incurred in connection with 
the project described in the attached letter and application.  The Applicant shall not be exempt from 
the payment of fees incurred in connection with other uses of the PACER system in this Court. 

 
Additionally, the following limitations apply: 

 
1. This fee exemption applies only to the Applicant, and is valid only for the purposes 

stated above. 
2. This fee exemption applies only to the electronic case files of this Court that are available 

through the PACER system; 
3. By accepting this exemption, the Applicant agrees not to sell for profit any data obtained as a 

result of receiving this exemption. 
4. This exemption is valid from September 9, 2026 through December 31, 2027. 

 
This exemption may be revoked at the discretion of the Court at any time.  A copy of this 

Order shall be sent to the PACER Service Center. 
 
Dated: September 15, 2026 

              New York, NY 
 

    /s/ Sean H. Lane  
SEAN H. LANE 

Chief United States Bankruptcy Judge 
 

 
 



  
   

 

    
   

 

  
  

  

          

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application for Multi-Court Exemption from the Judicial Conference’s 
Electronic Public Access (EPA) Fees 

For Individual Researchers Associated with Educational Institutions 

Applicant’s Name: 

Applicant’s Title: 

Applicant’s Phone Number: 

Applicant’s Email Address: 

Applicant’s Mailing Address: 

1. Are you an individual researcher associated with an educational institution, or a student associated 
with an educational institution conducting academic research under the supervision of a professor or 
instructor? 
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

2. Please identify your status. [Certification Requirement] Please attach a letter from the 
professor/instructor who certifies this research is for a course project, thesis, dissertation, or other 
academic product. 
☐ High School student 
☐ Undergraduate Student 
☐ Graduate/Professional Student 
☐ Faculty/Lecturer 
☐ Post-Doctoral Researcher 
☐ Certification program student. 

3. Please provide the name and type of educational institution you and your research are associated 
with. 
Name of Institution: _____________________________________________ 

☐ Community/Junior College 
☐ Four-year college or university 
☐ Post-graduate program 
☐ Other degree conferring program, including secondary school program. 
☐ Professional skills certification program 
☐ Other non-degree conferring program. Explain: 



      
  https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/#/home   t  

 

       

  
     

       
    

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Is the associated educational institution duly accredited and located in the United States? You may 
search this site o determine whether your institution has been 
accredited in the United States. 
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

5. Do you and/or your affiliated academic institution plan to sell the product of your research? 
☐ Yes 
☐ No 

6. Do you plan to re-distribute the product of your research? If so, please describe the manner in which 
it will be re-distributed? 

7. Please describe your research project, including the hypothesis or thesis that your research will 
support. You may be required to provide additional information. 

8. Please describe what resources are needed from PACER and why. Limitation in scope is 
demonstrated by narrowly tailoring the amount of exempt access requested to meet the needs of 
the defined research project. 

9. Please estimate of the number and type(s) of cases and/or documents needed to accomplish your 
research. 

https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/#/home%20
https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/#/home


  
  

     
      

 

  

 

    

    
  

   
   
   
   
  

  

  

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

10.Please indicate whether you intend to conduct your research using manual searches or by 
running a data script or some other computer-aided search and/or retrieval process. 

11. What is the period of time for which you are requesting the PACER fee exemption? Please note 
that you must provide a specific timeframe. You may not request an exemption for an indefinite 
time period. 

12. Please select the courts from which you are requesting PACER fee exemptions. 

Courts of Appeal 
☐ All Courts of Appeal ☐ Fifth Circuit ☐ Tenth Circuit 
☐ First Circuit ☐ Sixth Circuit ☐ Eleventh Circuit 
☐ Second Circuit ☐ Seventh Circuit ☐ D.C Circuit 
☐ Third Circuit ☐ Eighth Circuit ☐ Federal Circuit 
☐ Fourth Circuit ☐ Ninth Circuit 

Bankruptcy Appellate Panels (BAP) 

☐ First Circuit - BAP ☐ Ninth Circuit - BAP 

☐ Sixth Circuit - BAP ☐ Tenth Circuit - BAP 
☐ Eighth Circuit - BAP 

District Courts 
☐ All District Courts ☐ Idaho ☐ Montana ☐ Puerto Rico 

☐ Alabama Middle ☐ Illinois Central ☐ Nebraska ☐ Rhode Island 

☐ Alabama Northen ☐ Illinois Northern ☐ Nevada ☐ South Carolina 

☐ Alabama Southern ☐ Illinois Southern ☐ New Hampshire ☐ South Dakota 

☐ Alaska ☐ Indiana Northern ☐ New Jersey ☐ Tennessee Eastern 

☐ Arizona ☐ Indiana Southern ☐ New Mexico ☐ Tennessee Middle 

☐ Arkansas Eastern ☐ Iowa Northern ☐ New York Eastern ☐ Tennessee Western 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☐ Arkansas Western 

☐ California Central 

☐ California Eastern 

☐ California Northern 

☐ California Southern 

☐ Colorado 

☐ Connecticut 

☐ Delaware 

☐ District of Columbia 

☐ Florida Middle 

☐ Florida Northern 

☐ Florida Southern 

☐ Georgia Middle 

☐ Georgia Northern 

☐ Georgia Southern 

☐ Guam 

☐ Hawaii 

Bankruptcy Courts 
☐ All Bankruptcy Courts 

☐ Alabama Middle 

☐ Alabama Northen 

☐ Alabama Southern 

☐ Alaska 

☐ Arizona 

☐ Arkansas Eastern 

☐ Arkansas Western 

☐ California Central 

☐ California Eastern 

☐ California Northern 

☐ California Southern 

☐ Colorado 

☐ Connecticut 

☐ Delaware 

☐ District of Columbia 

☐ Florida Middle 

☐ Iowa Southern 

☐ Kansas 

☐ Kentucky Eastern 

☐ Kentucky Western 

☐ Louisiana Eastern 

☐ Louisiana Middle 

☐ Louisiana Western 

☐ Maine 

☐ Maryland 

☐ Massachusetts 

☐ Michigan Eastern 

☐ Michigan Western 

☐ Minnesota 

☐ Mississippi Northern 

☐ Mississippi Southern 

☐ Missouri Eastern 

☐ Missouri Western 

☐ Idaho 

☐ Illinois Central 

☐ Illinois Northern 

☐ Illinois Southern 

☐ Indiana Northern 

☐ Indiana Southern 

☐ Iowa Northern 

☐ Iowa Southern 

☐ Kansas 

☐ Kentucky Eastern 

☐ Kentucky Western 

☐ Louisiana Eastern 

☐ Louisiana Middle 

☐ Louisiana Western 

☐ Maine 

☐ Maryland 

☐ Massachusetts 

☐ New York Northern 

☐ New York Southern 

☐ New York Western 

☐ North Carolina Eastern 

☐ North Carolina Middle 

☐ North Carolina Western 

☐ North Dakota 

☐ Northern Mariana Islands 

☐ Ohio Northern 

☐ Ohio Southern 

☐ Oklahoma Eastern 

☐ Oklahoma Northern 

☐ Oklahoma Western 

☐ Oregon 

☐ Pennsylvania Eastern 

☐ Pennsylvania Middle 

☐ Pennsylvania Western 

☐ Montana 

☐ Nebraska 

☐ Nevada 

☐ New Hampshire 

☐ New Jersey 

☐ New Mexico 

☐ New York Eastern 

☐ New York Northern 

☐ New York Southern 

☐ New York Western 

☐ North Carolina Eastern 

☐ North Carolina Middle 

☐ North Carolina Western 

☐ North Dakota 

☐ Northern Mariana Islands 

☐ Ohio Northern 

☐ Ohio Southern 

☐ Texas Eastern 

☐ Texas Northern 

☐ Texas Southern 

☐ Texas Western 

☐ Utah 

☐ Vermont 

☐ Virgin Islands 

☐ Virginia Eastern 

☐ Virginia Western 

☐ Washington Eastern 

☐ Washington Western 

☐ West Virginia Northern 

☐ West Virginia Southern 

☐ Wisconsin Eastern 

☐ Wisconsin Western 

☐ Wyoming 

☐ Puerto Rico 

☐ Rhode Island 

☐ South Carolina 

☐ South Dakota 

☐ Tennessee Eastern 

☐ Tennessee Middle 

☐ Tennessee Western 

☐ Texas Eastern 

☐ Texas Northern 

☐ Texas Southern 

☐ Texas Western 

☐ Utah 

☐ Vermont 

☐ Virgin Islands 

☐ Virginia Eastern 

☐ Virginia Western 

☐ Washington Eastern 



 
 

  
  

  
 

  

  
        

  

     
  

     
       

 

      
   

  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

☐ Florida Northern ☐ Michigan Eastern ☐ Oklahoma Eastern ☐ Washington Western 

☐ Florida Southern ☐ Michigan Western ☐ Oklahoma Northern ☐ West Virginia Northern 

☐ Georgia Middle ☐ Minnesota ☐ Oklahoma Western ☐ West Virginia Southern 

☐ Georgia Northern ☐ Mississippi Northern ☐ Oregon ☐ Wisconsin Eastern 

☐ Georgia Southern ☐ Mississippi Southern ☐ Pennsylvania Eastern ☐ Wisconsin Western 

☐ Guam ☐ Missouri Eastern ☐ Pennsylvania Middle ☐ Wyoming 

☐ Hawaii ☐ Missouri Western ☐ Pennsylvania Western 

National Courts 
☐ Judicial Panel on Multidistrict Litigation 
☐ U.S. Court of Federal Claims 
☐ U.S. Court of International Trade 

13. In support of this application, I certify the following: 
a. An exemption from the Judicial Conference's EPA Fee is necessary in order to avoid 

unreasonable burdens and to promote public access to information. 

b. I understand that any authorized fee exemption will apply only to me, will be valid 
only for the purposes stated above and will apply only to the electronic case files of the court(s) 
indicated above that are available through the PACER service. 

c. I agree that any data I receive through this exemption will not be sold for profit, will not be 
transferred, will not be used for commercial purposes, and will not be redistributed via the 
Internet; and 

d. I declare that all the information I have provided on this application is true, and I understand 
that a false statement may result in termination of my exempt access and an assessment of 
Electronic Public Access usage fees. 

e. I certify that I have read the instructions and am aware of the available resources to obtain 
judicial opinions and data on case filings outside of PACER and that additional information from 
PACER is required to accomplish my research objective. 

Signature 

https://pacer.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/files/MCE_Instructions_May2025_1.pdf

	Applicants Name: Paul Ordyna
	Applicants Title: Assistant Professor
	Applicants Phone Number: 513-342-4512
	Applicants Email Address: paul.ordyna@umsl.edu
	Applicants Mailing Address:  Anheuser-Busch Hall, 1 University Blvd #202, St. Louis, MO 63121
	2 Please identify your status Certification Requirement Please attach a letter from the: Yes
	High School student: Off
	Undergraduate Student: Off
	GraduateProfessional Student: Off
	FacultyLecturer: On
	PostDoctoral Researcher: Off
	Certification program student: Off
	Name of Institution: University of Missouri-St. Louis
	CommunityJunior College: Off
	Fouryear college or university: On
	Postgraduate program: Off
	Other degree conferring program including secondary school program: Off
	Professional skills certification program: Off
	Other nondegree conferring program Explain: Off
	undefined: 
	Check Box10_es_:signature: Off
	Check Box10: Yes
	5 Do you andor your affiliated academic institution plan to sell the product of your research: No_2
	6 Do you plan to redistribute the product of your research If so please describe the manner in which: No_3
	it will be redistributed: I plan to publish the research in academic peer-reviewed journals. 
	support You may be required to provide additional information: There are not many published empirical archival research papers relating to accounting in litigation (specifically forensic accounting) in academic research. I seek to gather a sample of application to employ accountants in the bankruptcy setting.  I then will investigate what these accountants actual do and how they add value to the bankruptcy process. I will first research forensic accountants, and if I find that forensic accountants compliment other accountants work I will collect a sample of other professionals providing accounting services. There is also a call for research papers in this area by the Journal of Forensic Accounting Research. Please see: https://aaahq.org/portals/0/documents/calls/2026/CFP%20JFAR%20Court%20Case%20Data.pdf

	the defined research project: I would like to download the applications to employ forensic accountants from bankruptcy courts. If the list of services provided in the document is unclear or needs explanation, then I would like to download a sample of the application for fees from the filing where the forensic accountant has been employed. 
	research: This is a tough question. While my goal to start out would be to provide a descriptive analysis, I imagine that the research will lead to a multivariate analysis. If I assume I will have 10 to 20 independent variables, I probably need a sample size of like 200 cases to make inferences. Perhaps, I can reapply if I need to make the sample size bigger?
	Check Box16: Yes
	Check Box16_es_:signature: Off
	Check Box19: Off
	Check Box19_es_:signature: No
	running a data script or some other computeraided search andor retrieval process: These will be manual searches. 
	time period: I believe a year and a half will be a good period of time. Since school just let out, I plan on gathering most of the data over this summer. During the Fall 2026 and Spring 2027 semesters I plan conducting the analysis, and gathering data where necessary to fill in the gaps. During the summer of 2027, I plan on writing the research paper and submitting the research for publication. 
	All Courts of Appeal: Off
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