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I.  Profession   Accrediting Agency or Jurisdiction  Date of Admission 
 
 Attorney   New York State      2001 

U.S. District Court S.D.N.Y.     2001 
U.S. District Court E.D.N.Y.    2001 

 
II. Professional Organization   Date of Admission   Active/Inactive 
 
 American Bankruptcy Institute   2000 to present    Active 
 NYS Bar Association   2000 to 2010      Inactive 
 (Business Law Committee) 
 
III. General professional experience: 
 

 I became a partner with Klestadt & Winters LLP in 2006 after practicing for six 
years in the areas of business bankruptcy, distressed asset transactions and complex 
commercial litigation.  

 
IV. General pertinent experience: 
 

 At the time of my inclusion to this panel, I have not been formally appointed as a 
mediator in this Court, though I often serve as an informal mediator in chapter 11 matters 
while serving as an estate representative.  Typically, I find myself mediating disputes 
between certain creditors and another estate representative in a chapter 11 case.  I have also 
participated in several mediations as counsel to a participant.   

V. Mediation training: 
 

 Basic Mediation Training: Conflict Resolution Theory & Techniques, 26.5 hours (4 
full days) sponsored by The New York City Bar, completed during October, 2010.   

 
VI. Pertinent bankruptcy training: 
 

 Throughout my years of practice, I have counseled and represented debtors, trade 
creditors, official committees, lessors, lenders, and chapter 11 trustees in many prominent 
local and national bankruptcy cases and out-of-court restructurings.  I have prosecuted and 
defended several complex preference and fraudulent conveyance actions, claims litigations, 
and discovery related disputes in state and federal courts. I have represented clients in many 



industries and varying sectors of the economy, including airline, automotive supply, carting 
& demolition, construction and building, machine tooling, hospitals, nursing homes and 
home health care, not-for-profit family services, mortgage origination and commercial real 
estate, media and technology, legal and professional services, garment and textile, diamond 
and jewelry, graphic design and restaurants.   

  I have particular experience in bankruptcy matters involving professional firms, 
having represented the law firms Coudert Brothers LLP and Maher & Lemmo, LLP in 
chapter 11 cases before this Court, as well as the Official Committee of Unsecured Creditors 
in the Dreier LLP case.   

  I also have particular experience litigating preference and fraudulent conveyance 
claims, including as counsel to the Plaintiff in over 140 cases commenced in the GT Brands 
Holdings case before this Court. I have also counseled defendants in numerous preference 
and fraudulent conveyance litigations throughout my years of practice.  I believe that I have 
a very practical approach to resolving such matters.   

VII. General pertinent business or legal experience 

In addition to matters litigated in this and other Bankruptcy Courts, I have 
significant experience as a commercial litigator.  I have litigated complicated issues in state 
courts involving, for example, theories of piercing the corporate veil and alter ego.  I have 
also litigated the more routine breach of contract or sale of goods matters.  I also have 
experience in matters that involve criminal and civil forfeiture in both state and federal 
court, having represented the auto forfeiture division of a national bank in the New York 
metropolitan area for many years.     

 


